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SREFOR MA TIONE 


And Defence of 


RELIGION, 


THE 


, & Honour and Happyneſſe of the 


K1NG, and thePeace and Safetic of the 


_ 


three Kingdoms of Encor aanvD, 
$COTLAMD And IRtranD, 


— 


fee FO. 5. Come let 4 joyn our ſelves to the Lord in a 4 per pebuall 
Covenant, that fhall not be forgotten. 


POTION Td Ppps 


Prov. 25.5. Take aWay the Wicked from before the King, and his 
. Throne ſhall be fall ſhed in Rig hemſrſ 


ſworn with all their heart, and ſought him With their Whole 
defire, and he Was found of them, wo the Lord gave them Ss 
reſt round about. 
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"Dis fours, 21, Septemb. 
'T is this day Ordered by the Commons in Parliament afſem- 
bled, That this Covenant be forthwith Printed a1id publiſhed, 


-” 
> 
Hen. El/ynee, Cler. Part, D. Com. 'P 
'S 4 


b- 
F _ 2 Chron. 15.15. Azdall Judah rejoyced at the Oath, for they had £@ 


London, Printed for Edw. Huchands. Sept. 23. 1643. 
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A ſolemne League and Covenant 
tor Reformation and defence 
of Religion, &c. 


A 


mM E, Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gen- 
Seng tmen, Citizens, Burgeſſes, Miniſters 
*P 9 of the Goſpel and Commons of all ſorts 
@ inthe Kingdom of England, Scot- 

2M land, and Ireland, by the providence 
of God, living under one King, and 
YON bring cf one Reformed Religion. ha- 
| . wing before our Eyes the Glory of God, 
and the Advancement of the Kingdom if our Lord and S$avi- 

| our Feſws Chrift, the Honour and Happyneſſe of the Kings 
Majefty, and His Poſteritie, and the true publike Libertic, 


Safetie, and Peace of the Kinedoms, wherein every ones pri- 
wate Condition is included ; And calling to minde the Trea- 


J cherous and Bloody Plots,Conſþiracies, Attempts, and Prattiſes 
of the Enemies of God, againſt the true Religion and Profeſ- 

© - ſors theresf, inall places, eſpecially in theſe three Kingdows, 
ever ſince the Reforwationsf Religion; And how much their 


Rage, 


| = | WF: | 
| Rage, Piwer, and Preſumption, are of late, and at this time 
increaſed an exerciſed, whereof 5s 9 \Eftate of the 


6 Charch and Kingdom of Ireland, the 5 Efftate of the 
|  Churchand Kinedomof England, andthe aanzerous Eſtate 
of the Church and Kingdom of Scotland, ire preſent and 
| publike Teſtimonies, We have now at laft ( after other means 
E- { ; l of Supplication, Rennwftrance, Proteſtations, and Sufferings ) 
| forthe Preſervation of our ſelves and our Religion, from utter 
| ruine and deſtruition, atcoraing to the commendable prattiſe 
| of theſe Kingdoms 1# former times, and the example of Gods 
| People in other Nations , after mature deliberation , reſolved 
| and determined to enter into a mttuall and ſolemne League and 
Covenant, wherein we all [weloite and each one "f ws for 
HP” himſelf, with our Hands lifted up #6 the maſt High God, do- 


ſwear, © EY ET 
" 25.97.45 


I. FP Hat we ſhall ſincerely, realty, and conſtantly, 
through the grace of God, ifideavour in our 

feverall Places andCallings, The Preſervation of the 
Reformed Religion inthe Church of Srarland, In Do- 
&rine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government,apainſt 

, ourcominon Enemies ; The Reformation of Religion 
mthe Kingdoms of Enelavd and Faand, in Doarine, 
Worſhip, Difciphne, and Government, according to 

c the Word of God, and the example of the beſt Re» 
formed Churches; And ſhall indeavour to bring the 
Churcheso*f God in the three Kigdoms to the neer- 
et Contunaion and: Uniformitie in Religion, Con- 
feſſion of Bairh, Forme of Church Government , 
DireQory for Worſhip and Catechifing ; That we 
and our Pofteritie afrer us, may as Brethren live in 


—— 


NT 
Faith and Love, and the Lord may delight to dwell 
in the midſt of*us. | NY 


IT. That we ſhall in like manner, without teſpe& 
of Perſons, indeavour rhe extirpation © | 
Prelacy, - (thatis, Church-Government, Þy Aichk 
ſhops, Biſhops, their Chancecllors, and Commiſſaties, 
Deans, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons,; and all 
other Eccleſiaſticall Officers depending on that Hie- 
rarchy.) Superſtition, Hcrelic, Schiſme; Prophane- 
nefſe, and whatſoever ſhall be found be contrary to 
ſound Do&rine, andthe Power of Godlinelle, leſt 
we parrake in other mens fins, and thereby be in 
danger to receive of their Plagucs; and thar the Lord 
ny be one, and his Name one in the three King- 

INS. TRIER T7 


I TI. We fhall with the ſame fanceritie, realitie; | 


and conſtancy in our ſeverall Vocations, indeavour 
with our Eſtates and Lives, murually to preſerve the 
Rights and Priviledges of rhe Parliameats, and the 
Lib erties of the Kingdoms, and to preſerve and de- 
fend the Kings Majeſties Perſon, and Authoririe, in 
thepreſervation and defence of the true Religion and 


Liberties of the Kingdoms, That the World may 


bear Witnefſe with our Conſciences of our Loyalcie, 
and that we have no Thoughts or Intentions todimi» 
niſh'His Majefties juſt Power and Greatneſle. | 


L111. Weſhall alſo with all fairhfulnefſe indea- 
your the diſcovery of all ſuch as have been, or ſhill 


be Inceadiaries, Malignants, or eviltinſtrumenrs, by 
A 3 hindering. 


. _ the People contrary co this 


hindering the Reformation of Religion, dividing the 
"King trom His People, or one of the Kingdoms from 
© enother, or making any faRion, or'parties amongſt 
hi: League and Covenant; 

Thar they may beÞrovgFt to publike Tryall, : and 
reccive condignc puniſhment, as the degree of their 
offences ſhall require or deſerve, or the tupreme Ja- 
;- dicatoiics of both K'o doms, re{pe& ive Y, Or others 


having power from them tor that cffe&, ſhall judge 
convenicnt. 


V. And whereas the happyneſſe of a bleſſed Peace 


EN berwcen theſe Kingdoms, denyedin formertimes to - 


> QD 


. our Progenirots, is by the good providence of God 
granted ultro.us, and hath been lately. concluded and 
ferled by both Parliaments ; We ſhall each one of 
us, according to our Place and Intereſt indeayour, 
That they may remain conjoyned in a firm Peace and 
Unjon to. all Poſteritie ; 5 that Juſtice may be done 


upon the wiltull oppolers thereof, in manger exprel- 
Fed inthe precedent Article. 


VI, We ſhall alſo according to our Places and 
Callings, in this common Cauſe of Religion, Libertie, 
and Peace of the Kingdoms, affiſt and' defend. all 
thoſe that enter into this League and Covenant, in the 
maintaining and purſuing thereof; and ſhall not ſuffer 

« our ſc]ves cirectly,or indirectly, by whatToever com- 
bination, perſwaſion,-or terrour, to be divided and 
withdrawn from this bleſſed Union and Tonjundion, 
Whether to make defection to the contrary part, or 
to give our ſelves to a deteſtable indifferency or neu- 


TIED IE tralitie 


. 


tralitie in this Cauſe , which ſo much concerneth the 
glory of God, the good of the Kingdoms, and ho- 
nour of the King ; but ſhall all the dayes of our lives, 


 zealouſly, and” conſtantly Conrinue therein againſt 


all oppoſ1:ion, and promote the [ame according to our 
Power, agaiaſt all Lets and Impediments whatſoever : 
And what we are not able our ſclves to ſuppreſle, or 
overcome, we ſhall reveal and make known, that it 
may be timely prevented or remoyed. All which we 
ſhall do, as in the fight of God. 


_ And becauſe theſe Kingdoms are guiltie of many | 


ſins and provocations againſt God an 


clare before God and the World, our unfained defire 


to be humbled for our own fins, and for the Tins of 


theſe Kingdoms, clpecially that we have nor as we 
ought, valued the ineſtimable benefit of the Goſpel ; 


Thar we have notTabourcd for the Purity and Power 


thereof; and that we have not indeavoured to receive 


Chriſt inour Hearts, nor ro walk worthy of himin - 


our lives, which are the cauſes of other fins and 
tranſgreſſions, ſo much abounding amongſt us; And 
our true and unfained purpofe, deſire and indeavour 


for eur ſclves and all others, under our Power and 
Charge both inpudlike and tn private, in all duries 


we owe to God and .man, to amend our lives, and 
cxch. one to go before another in the ex-mplc of a 
reall Reformation, ThatthE Lord may turn away his. 
wrath and he-vy indignation, and cſt:bliſh theie 
Churches and Kingdoms in [tuth and Peace. And 

| mus. 


is Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, as is too maniteſt by our preſent diſticfſes 
and dangers, the fruits thereof ; We profeſle and de- 
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SAR of. eo 
this Covenant we make in thepreſenice of Almightie 
"God, the ſearcher of all Hearts, with a true inrention 
to p-/rformethe ſame, as we ſh.!ll anſwer atthat great -. 
day, when the ſecretS of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed 3 
moſt humbly beſeeching the Lord ro ſirengthen us 
by his izoly 'Spirit for this end ; And to bleſle our 


achres and proceedings with ſuch ſuccefic, as may 


be deliverance"and ſafety to his People, and incou-' 
ragementto the Chriſtian Churches, groaning under, 
or it danger of the yoak of Antichriſtian Ty ranny ,- 


tojoyninth r like Aﬀociation and Covenant, 


e lame © 


To the glory og God, the Inlargement of the King- 
Pddsg > 2 'Chiitt, and the Peace and Travquilitie 
of Chriſtian Kingdoms and Common-Wealths. 
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